
Hands up … and heads up! Club 
Med, the international all-inclu-
sive resort group, will open its 
first vacation getaway in Canada 
in 2020.

It will be directly on the slopes 
of Le Massif de Charlevoix, about 
a four-hour drive northeast of 
Montreal, or one hour past Que-
bec City.

The ski-and-snowboard area 
has the highest vertical drop in 
Eastern Canada and it is prized 
for exceptional snowfall and its 
spectacular views of the St Law-
rence River. Club Med Québec 
Charlevoix will operate year-
round and, to build all-season 
appeal, Le Massif is adding sum-
mer facilities such as mountain 
biking.

The new resort, now under 
construction, is a partnership of 
two world-class developers: Club 
Med, which is owned by the Chi-
nese conglomerate Fosun Inter-
national, and Le Massif, which 
is owned by Daniel Gauthier, 
chairman of the board of Groupe 
Le Massif.

Gauthier previously had tried 
to put Le Massif on the global ski 
map with the Winter Olympics, 
but Games’ officials ruled that 
the trails were not long enough 
for the men’s downhill, in spite of 
multiple attempts to rebuild one 
of the slopes.
Fun formula: Club Med operates 
nearly 60 resorts and one cruise 
ship in 26 countries, attracting 
about 1.4 million visitors each 
year, and employing about 
23,000 “gentils organisateurs” 

(aka G.O.s) who represent an 
astounding 110 nationalities.

Nearly 40,000 Canadians 
vacation at Club Med annually, 
mostly in the Caribbean, Mexico 
and Florida, but also at more 
than 20 snow-centric clubs in 
Europe, China and Japan. A win-
ter club in Colorado has closed, 
but two more mountain resorts 
are planned for North America 
by 2025.

“The biggest difference 
between a Club Med and a hotel 

or condo ski vacation is the 
all-inclusive factor,” said Car-
olyne Doyon, senior vice- pres-
ident of Club Med Canada and 
Mexico.

“And Club Meds stand out 
among all-inclusives, because of 
the spirit of our G.O.s, but also 
because of the activities, from 
sports to wellness, and the broad 
appeal to solo adventurers, cou-
ples and families.”

Club Med’s price includes 
almost everything except out-
side excursions: ski lift tickets, 
lessons or group skiing, Kids 
Clubs, on-site summer activities, 
evening entertainment, dining, 
an open bar and tips.

Club Med Charlevoix will be 
a 4T resort (or four tridents out 
of five, for the deluxe factor), so 
it will have spa life and superior 
dining and accommodations 
(more than 300 rooms, plus a 5T 
section of suites). 
All-season: With Charlevoix’s 
exceptional average snowfall of 
more than six metres, Club Med 
will offer skiing, tubing, snow-
shoeing, sledding and skating.

Le Massif already is highly 
developed, but will make $6 mil-
lion in improvements, including 
high-tech snow-making and a 
slide sports learning centre with 
beginner terrain.

In summer, Club Med will offer 
mountain biking and guided hik-
ing, as well as outside excursions 

for whale watching and kayaking 
on the St. Lawrence. Children 
will have nature walks, and the 
Club will have an indoor pool and 
spa.

Le Massif and Vélosolutions 
Canada are carving 20 kilome-
tres of mountain-biking trails 
and more are planned.

“We will be a truly year-round 
destination, with outstanding 
sports and leisure,” said Frédéric 
Sujobert, Le Massif’s general 
manager.
All-inclusive: Club Med launched 
in the 1950s and developed from 
basic camping to deluxe resorts. 
It was the first all-inclusive to go 
global, but it was not the first to 
exist. 

All-inclusive inns and resorts 
operated in the Laurentian 
Mountains, New York State and 
New England during the early 
20th century.

The prestigious Grey Rocks 
(circa 1905) in Saint-Jovite is 
credited with North America’s 
first ski and golf/tennis weeks, 
plus airplane service for hunting 
and fishing. 

Chalet Cochand (circa 1915) in 
Sainte-Marguerite had ski hills 
and served fondue. La Sapinière 
(1936) and Far Hills Inn (circa 
1940) added gastronomy. 

Only Hôtel Mont Gabriel 
(1937) still operates. It offers 
umpteen year-round activities, 
but is no longer all-inclusive.

Club Med survived and thrived 
in part by taking socializing to 
a new level, with wanton nude 
picnics, non-stop salsa on the 
beach and charming, interna-
tional G.O.s adding mystique and 
conviviality.

In an interview with the 
Montreal Gazette published in 
January 2016, Henri Giscard 
d’Éstaing, now president of Club 
Med, said: “We are in tune with 
the times. The sexual revolution 
of the 1970s was a major phe-
nomenon and freedom is one of 
our core values. Today, we are 
very focused on families — and 
ensuring they also have unbri-
dled fun.”
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club med charlevoix resort to offer 
four-season, all-inclusive getaways

The new Club Med Québec Charlevoix will have more than 300 Four-Trident rooms, shown, and some Five-Trident suites. P h o t o s :  C l u b  M e d

A sketch of the Club Med village that is scheduled to open on the slopes of 
Le Massif de Charlevoix in December 2020.  

Club Med, opening December 
2020: 800-CLUB-MED  
(800-258- 2633).
www.clubmed.ca/l/ 
quebec-charlevoix
Le Massif de Charlevoix:   
877-536-2774, 418-632-5876, 
lemassif.com
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SMART SUITES
www.smartsuitesburlington.com

1700 Shelburne Rd., So. Burlington, Vt.
Toll free 877-862-6800

Come and enjoy our hospitality. FALL/WINTER SPECIAL: NEW RATES: Studio $85.00US/night
or a one bedroom suite at $95/00US including a deluxe continental breakfast and free WIFI.
Mention The Gazette special. Not valid with any other discounts and may not be available on
certain week-ends. Rates effective November 1, 2018 - May 1, 2019. Take Exit 13 off I-89, left

on Rt 7/Shelburne Rd.
for 1.5 miles. Same entrance as Holiday Inn Express.
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GREEN MOUNTAIN
SUITES HOTEL

401 Dorset St, South Burlington, VT 05403, USA
www.greenmountainsuites.com

Escape to beautiful Burlington, Vermont and Experience all the Charm of a Boutique
Vermont Country Inn. Luxurious One-Bedroom King Suite As low as $179 Weekdays.

As low as $219 Weekends. Includes Fireside Breakfast served each morning & Fireside
Reception with Beer, Wine and Dinner (M-TR). Heated Indoor Pool/Jacuzzi & Exercise

facility. Walking distance to University Mall and close to Lake Champlain and the Church
Street Marketplace. Promotional rate may not be available during select periods.

Inventory for this promotional rate is limited.
Please contact hotel for more information.

Toll-free reservations 866.337.1616


